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How will you know if my child needs extra help?

We identify required actions for SEN students in terms of rates of progress to be
achieved and access to learning. When children or young people have significant
gaps in terms of their actual progress or access to learning and when this deficit
can be ascribed to an identifiable learning need (as stated in the SEN definition in
the SEN policy), the child or young person will be placed on the SEN monitoring

list so that they are able to make greater progress with SEN support, rather than
without it.

Important: By defining a child or young person as having SEN does not mean that
they will automatically be placed on the SEN register and it may be the case that
should they not meet criteria for this, they will be monitored and that, should
their progress dictate, they will be placed on the register at some future point.

What should | do if | think my child may have special educational needs?

Any concerns regarding specific learning difficulties and special educational
needs should be directed to Mr J Beswick (JBE), Special Educational Needs
Coordinator (SENCo), in the first instance. He will assess if there is educational
need first of all. It may be that once assessed that it is judged that your child may
be best supported through the pastoral system or that further referrals or tests
are required to outside agencies to see if there is an underlying cause.

How will staff support my child?

There are a wide range of available interventions: in-class strategies, some
interventions offered at lunch time or after school. Depending on your child’s
needs, the school also liaises with outside services, such as hearing support.
Person centred planning is used in all stages of the Graduated Approach and Mr J
Beswick (SENCo) is in overall charge of this.

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

All lessons are differentiated for a range of need, including special educational
needs. As well as using their own professional knowledge, teachers are
supported by the SENCo to find suitable strategies for all pupils.

How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my
child’s learning?

Headteacher: Mrs. J Ogunmyiwa
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In every term of each year group, your child’s progress is reported to you. This is
done via one progress card, a full report and parents’ evening appointments with
subject staff as a matter of whole school policy. Interventions that parents can
help with at home can be discussed at parents’ evening. On top of this, parents
with children on the SEN register will be invited to contribute at review points
(depending on the stage this will be at least yearly and if not more often than
that). Strategies to be used with your child will be discussed at the review points.
If any extra concerns come up throughout the school year you are very welcome
to contact Mr J Beswick (SENCo) via telephone or email.

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?

Our school has a comprehensive pastoral system which aids the holistic approach
of the school. Your child will be assigned a form teacher, a head of year as well as
an overall key stage leader from the senior leadership team. In addition to this,
we also have physical and mental health support via the school nurse and youth
worker. The school also utilises external councillors along with liaising with other
health services, such as Child and Adolescent Mental Health and Hearing
Support. Whilst most medicines are administered by the pupils themselves,
prescribed medications can be delivered by first aid personnel. Planning in
strategies to be used for behaviour is also part of the personalised planning each
year. Pupils and parents are involved at this review point.

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by you?

Our SENCo works closely with the following outside agencies in order to meet the
needs of the pupils on the SEND register: Child and Adolescent Mental Health
(CAMHSs), The Speech and Language Therapy Service, Occupational Health,
Physiotherapy, Vision Support, Hearing Support, Wirral LA Sensory Service, Wirral
Educational Psychology Service, Special Needs Assessment Team (SENAAT),
(external) School councillors, School nurse and Youth worker. As well as these, we
also have a learning mentor who is trained in Emotional Literacy support (ELSA).

What training are the staff supporting my daughter with SEND had or are
having?

Mr J Beswick (SENCo) has successfully completed the National Award for Special
Educational Needs Coordination in 2024. He has attended various workshops and
courses from a variety of related fields, e.g. self-harm and suicide prevention, the
Future of SEND, Autistic Spectrum Condition, ADHD and visual stress. Mr J
Beswick continues to attend training so that he is able to ensure that all practices
are following current trends.

How will my daughter be included in activities outside the classroom, including

Headteacher: Mrs. J Ogunmyiwa
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school trips?

Occasionally some conditions which lead to SEN can call for extra risk
assessments on school trips, e.g. if a wheelchair is needed. If your child’s
circumstances call for a teaching assistant or carer then they will also attend most
trips with your child. The school endeavours to be as fully inclusive as is possible.

How accessible is your school environment?

Lifts are available to all classrooms around the school for wheelchair and other
disabilities’ access. There are disabled toilets around the school. EVAC chairs are
provided for emergency situations where pupils will need to get downstairs
without use of their wheelchairs/crutches. For auditory and sight problems,
smaller rooms, headphones, exam reader pens, laptops, enlarged papers etc. are
available depending on need.

How will you prepare and support my child to join your school?

The school arranges two open evenings every year for prospective parents and
pupils. Year 6 students that have gained a place at WGSG are also invited in for an
induction day during the summer term of Year 6. Representatives from the school
go out to each primary setting to meet the Year 6 pupils in small groups. In some
cases it is helpful for some pupils, especially those on the autistic spectrum, to do
a private tour of the school during the summer term with the SENCo. In their first
term, all Year 7 pupils undergo a “Changes” course in their Personal Social Health
Education (PSHE) lessons. This helps them settle into their new school, get to
know each other, their way about, members of staff and learn the rules of the
school.

How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will
receive?

Our school is committed to providing a high-quality and inclusive education that
ensures all students, including those with Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND), can reach their full potential. In alignment with Wirral’s
Graduated Approach, we adopt a structured and systematic framework to
identify, monitor, and support students with SEND. This process enables us to
provide timely and effective interventions that are tailored to individual needs.
The Graduated Approach is a four-tiered model that ensures support is provided
incrementally, based on the individual needs of each student. The process is as
follows:

Tier 1 - Universal Support
Inclusive Quality First Teaching (QFT):

® All students benefit from high-quality, differentiated teaching that meets

Headteacher: Mrs. J Ogunmyiwa
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a diverse range of learning needs.

Reasonable adjustments and adaptations are made to ensure accessibility
for all learners.

diverse range of learning needs.

Reasonable adjustments and adaptations are made to ensure accessibility
for all learners.

Additional Universal Support:
®  Access to pastoral care to support emotional and social well-being.

®  Subject-specific interventions provided within the classroom to support
academic achievement.

® A focus on fostering a supportive and inclusive learning environment.

Tier 2 - Targeted Support (SEN Monitoring)
Students in Tier 2 may include those who:
® Have received a formal diagnosis but are not yet placed on the SEN
register.

® Are undergoing assessment or observation to better understand their
needs.

Key Elements of Targeted Support:
®  SEN Surveys and Person-Centred Profiles (PCP):
O These tools capture the student’s strengths, needs, and preferred
strategies to inform teaching and PCP’s.
®  Monitoring of Progress:
O  Academic performance, attendance, and behaviour are closely
tracked to identify areas requiring additional intervention.
®  Examples of Targeted Interventions:
O  Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) sessions.
Visits with the Health Services in School Youth Worker.
Support from the Pastoral Assistant.
Access to the Learning Hub for drop-in sessions.

Provision of digital resources tailored to the student’s learning
needs.

O 00O

Tier 3 - SEN Register

If the support provided at Tier 2 is insufficient, a decision may be made to place
the student on the SEN register. The SENDCo maintains the register, which is fluid
with pupils being added and removed appropriately according to changes in
need. Parents will be notified if their child is being added to the SEND Register.

Headteacher: Mrs. J Ogunmyiwa
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This decision is informed by:
® Academic performance and progress data.
®  Attendance records.

®  Professional feedback from staff and external specialists.
Support Provided at Tier 3:

® Individual Education Plan (IEP):

O  AnIndividual Education Plan (IEP) is written for pupils on the SEND
register in collaboration with pupils, parents, staff and external
agencies to target barriers to learning and ensure pupils are happy,
healthy and achieving well. Targets are SMART (Specific,
Measurable, Achievable, Relevant and Time bound) and planned
carefully, taking into account intervention and resources to be put
in place. Strategies employed to enable the child to progress
against these targets are recorded within the plan.

®  |EP Review Cycle:

O Targets are reviewed three times a year in consultation with
parents, staff, and the student where appropriate. If a pupil is of
particular concern, reviewing targets may be more frequent to
ensure rapid and sustained improvement. The SENDCo will
support further assessment of the child where necessary, assisting
in planning for their future needs in discussion with colleagues
and parents.

®  Enhanced Interventions:

O Evidence-based strategies are implemented to address areas of

concern and promote progress.

Tier 4 - Education, Health, and Care Plan (EHCP)

If, after several cycles at Tier 3, the gap between the student and their peers
continues to widen, an application for an EHCP may be initiated. The child or
young person may now have needs that are more complex and long-term. Where
agreed, this assessment may lead to an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP). This is
a legal document. It outlines the support a child or young person needs. This is to
help them achieve their outcomes and aspirations.

Parents or Carers, settings, schools or educational providers can request an
Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment. They can do this at any point of
the Graduated Approach if they think they need to.

Where an EHCP is in place, extra funding might be agreed. This is on top of the
money schools already get in their SEN Notional Budget.

Headteacher: Mrs. J Ogunmyiwa
Registered Office: Wirral Grammar School For Girls Ltd., Heath Road, Bebington, Wirral CH63 3AF
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For full information of Education, Health and Care Plans, please visit SENDLO
website (Wirral’s Local Offer) for further information. Support can also be
obtained from Parent Carer Participation Wirral (PCPW) and Wirral SEND
Qﬁigag Partnership.
2017-2018
Who can | contact for further information?
‘?’ General questions surrounding your child’s education should be addressed to
SBORT their Head of Year. If you have any questions, specifically about issues
TR—— surrounding special educational needs, please feel free to address them to the
“:\ school SENCo, Mr J Beswick, via the school number 0151 644 8282.
)
cortrers Can staff get extra help from experts outside if they need to? (E.g. advice and
@ training on medical conditions)
- If pupils develop or enter the school with disabilities or issues that we have little
School Award experience of, the SENCo liaises with any of the specialist external agencies in our
area as well as utilising the school nurse. In some circumstances a pupil’s GP or
(’D:g Consultant are also asked to attend review meetings.
‘ How will information about the child be circulated to all members of staff and
who will be responsible for that?
e If it is a general issue about a child, Heads of Year will generally tell other
m members of staff, if appropriate, during weekly staff briefings. If it is a special
Healthy needs issue, information is usually given to staff individually depending on need
Schools by the SENCo.
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